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EDITOR’S NOTE

Dear readers,
Welcome to this edition of DAES e-newsletter.

As the saying goes, there is a season for everything, a time to 
sow and a time to reap. As the 2020/2021 growing season is 
approaching the end, farmers are busy enjoying the harvest of a 
bumper yield.  

In this edition, we look at how the government chips in by setting 
minimum farm gate prices to ensure that farmers are realizing 
enough from their produce as the marketing season begins. 
We also look at the opening of the tobacco market by the State 
President, Dr. Lazarus McCarthy Chakwera. We have these and 
other exciting news. 

Do you have suggestions on how we can improve the delivery 
of our services? Your comments are always welcome and can be 
emailed to acbranchmw@gmail.com

Remember to keep safe and adhere to all preventive measures 
against COVID-19.

Enjoy your reading!
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State President Lazarus 
McCarthy Chakwera 
on Tuesday, 20th April 

opened the 2020/21 tobacco 
marketing season at Lilongwe 
Auction Floors, under the theme 
“Smallholder Farmer; the pillar 
of tobacco industry” amid fears 
of declining demand for the leaf 
worldwide.

Delivering his opening remarks, 
the President called on tobacco 
farmers and other players in the 
industry to know and accept that 
the tobacco industry is not doing 
well. He further outlined what 
he called three harsh realities 
dwindling the tobacco industry. 

Chakwera said, “There are three 
harsh realities that all industry 
stakeholders must face head on 
and work together to address 
them. The first harsh reality is the 
gross imbalance in bargaining 
power between tobacco farmers 
and other players in the industry. 
The second harsh reality is the 
poor regulation of the industry. 
The third and final harsh reality 
that must be addressed is the 
most difficult; tobacco use around 
the world is declining sharply 
and by all indications declining 
irreversibly.” 

The Malawi leader said it must 
be said and accepted that the 
tobacco industry in Malawi is 
dying and that there is a need for 
an exit strategy to transition the 
farmers to crops that are more 
sustainable and profiting. Among 
other crops which the farmers can 
diversify along with tobacco, the 
President mentioned of Jatropha, 
Industrial hemp and nuts. 

The declining demand for 
tobacco comes as a result of the 
anti-smoking lobby by different 

By Khalani Makunje organizations including the World 
Health Organization (WHO) which 
aims at increasing awareness on 
smoking health hazards and the 
intention to quit among smokers. 

The President noted that the 
United States boarder post 
effected a withhold release 
order against Malawi tobacco on 
suspicion that it was produced 
under forced labor and child labor. 
He commanded the Ministries 
of Labor and Homeland to 
collaborate and devise a solution 
to this problem before the end of 
the year.  

Over the past decade, tobacco 
production in the country has 
been sharply declining and this 
year’s crop estimates indicate 
that the country has produced 
less than what the merchants are 
willing to take on the market. 

Speaking before the President, 
Minister of Agriculture Honorable 
Lobin Lowe M.P, lamented the 
fact that among many players 

in the tobacco industry, farmers 
are the most suffering in the 
value chain despite being the 
primary producers and pillar of 
the industry. Lowe attributed the 
problem to the prices which have 
been static for a long time. 

 “The tobacco value chain has so 
many actors such as farmers who 
are the producers, transporters, 
buyers, graders and processors. 
Without the farmer the industry 
cannot survive, but looking at 
all the players in the industry, 
farmers are suffering yet they are 
the pillar of the industry. Prices 
for a long time have not been that 
appetizing,” said Lowe. 

During the first opening sale, the 
green gold attracted the highest 
prices of $2.40 on the contract 
market and $1.50 on auction 
market. 

Malawi’s economy remains 
predominantly agro based with 
tobacco as the biggest foreign 
exchange earner. 

Lowe (center) inspecting tobacco in the floors
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G
overnment has through the Ministry of Agriculture (MoA) 
put in place tight measures to ensure that farmers in the 
country realize enough from their produce as the 2020-

2021 marketing season begins. 
This was revealed during a press briefing at Capital Hill where 
Minister of Agriculture Honourable Lobin Lowe M.P, announced 
this year’s minimum prices for most of the crops which farmers 
grow in the country. Lowe said this is according to the laws of 
the land that his Ministry every year sets minimum farm gate 
prices for commodities to ensure that farmers are protected 
on the market. 
“My Ministry, as you are aware, sets minimum farm gate prices 
for agricultural produce every year in accordance with the 
Agricultural General Purposes Act 1987 Cap 65.05 of the Laws 
of Malawi,” said Lowe. 
The Minister indicated that wider consultations were done 
with different stakeholders in the agriculture sector before 
the prices were set. Representatives from Farmers Union of 
Malawi (FUM), National Smallholder Farmers Association 
(NASFAM) and Civil Society Agriculture Network (CISANET) 
who were present at the event, confirmed that they were 

By Khalani Makunje

GOVERNMENT TIGHTENS BOLTS 
FOR THE FARMER’S BENEFIT

Lowe - Government wishes to see farmers getting rewards of 
their hardworking

indeed consulted and that they have been part and parcel of 
the process and commended government for the gesture. 
According to the Minister, factors which were considered in 
determining the minimum farm gate prices include cost of 
production, market forces, price trends and export quality 
pricing. 
The minimum farm gate prices are of 19 strategic crops 
including soya beans MK320/kg, shelled groundnuts MK480/
kg, mixed beans at MK410/kg, pigeon peas at MK240/kg and 
cotton MK320/kg. The minimum price for maize has been 
reduced from last year’s MK200/kg to MK150 this year a 
development which the minister said is due reduced cost of 
production and increased supply of the commodity this year.
Rice farmers will be selling their polished rice at K600/kg and 
K250/kg unpolished
The Minister added that his ministry will work together with 
the police and other law enforcement agencies to make sure 
that prices set are being adhered to. He further added that no 
merchant will be allowed to purchase the commodities from 
the farmers without a license and that all scales to be used be 
used have to be approved by the Malawi Bureau of Standards 
(MBS) and have to bear the bureau’s sticker label.   
Deputy Commissioner of police, Director of Community Policing 
and rural Police Unit at the National Police Headquarters, 
Aubrey Nyirenda   who was present at the briefing said 
anyone found not adhering to the set protocols in the process 

of purchasing the commodities will face the law. 
Lowe hinted that the Agriculture Development Marketing 
Cooperation (ADMARC) is ready to start buying from farmers 
and that it is only waiting for optimum moisture content of 
the comedies to avoid making losses due to damages and 
loss of weight if the buy crops with high moisture content. He 
further advised farmers not to rush to sell their commodities 
but rather wait for ADMARC.
“Farmers out there, do not rush to sell your harvests to illegal 
traders at low prices, wait for legal markets. I assure you that if 
legal markets by private traders do not exist in your areas, my 
Ministry will direct ADMARC to come there once you notify us 
and buy your produce at the set minimum prices,” he pleaded.
Traders intending to buy agricultural produce this year have 
been urged be obtained licenses from offices of District 
Commissioners in all District Councils, Programmes Managers 
in Karonga, Mzuzu, Kasungu, Lilongwe, Salima, Machinga, 
Blantyre and Shire Valley Agricultural Development Divisions 
(ADDs) and the Director of Crop Development at Ministry of 
Agriculture. 
Civil Society Agriculture Network (CISANET) National Director, 
Pamela Kuwali commended government for the set minimum 
farm gate prices and the approach it took in the process 
of setting the prices. Kuwali said as Civil Society they will 
continue to play their oversight role of watching to see how 
the market will function this year. 
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“We are very hopeful because what has 
happened this year is different from the 
way things were handled in the past. First, 
there was consultation and secondly the 
reinforcement mechanisms that have been 
established have never been there before, 
so we are hopeful the market will function 
to the benefit of the farmer,” said Kuwali.

The country is this year expected to have 
bumper harvest due to among other 
reasons favorable rains received in most 
areas of the country and cheap farm inputs 
which over 3 million farming households 
accessed under the Affordable Input 
Program (AIP).

No CROP 2020/21 MINIMUM PRICE (MK/kg)
1 Maize 150
2 Rice-polished 600
3 Rice-unpolished 250
4 Sorghum 290
5 Finger millet 370
6 Soya beans 320
7 Pure beans 510
8 Mixed beans 410
9 White Harricot beans 400
10 G/nuts- shelled 480
11 G/nuts- unshelled 330
12 Pigeon peas 240
13 Cowpeas 350
14 Sunflower 240
15 Paprika 830
16 Chillies 720
17 Sesame 770
18 Cassava-wet 100
19 Cotton 320
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MA-SHEP DONATES DIGITAL COMMUNICATION 
AIDS TO AGRICULTURE FRONTLINE STAFF

In an effort to reduce the 
negative impact of COVID-19 
pandemic on agricultural 

extension services in Malawi, the 
Market-Oriented Smallholder 
Horticulture Empowerment and 
Promotion Project (MA-SHEP) 
has given the Government of 
Malawi 302 electronic gadgets 
worth 104 million Malawi 
kwacha to be distributed to 
extension officers in the MA-
SHEP project target areas in 
the country. The ceremony 
which took place at Capital 
Hill on 15th April, 2021, 
witnessed the MA-SHEP team 
declaring the handover of 
275 tablets and 27 Laptop 
computers to the Minister 
of Agriculture, Honourable 
Lobin Clarke Lowe.

In his words, the Minister said 
the donation has come at a 
right time and will play a major 
role in enhancing agricultural 
extension work in his Ministry. 

“The Ministry has been faced 
with numerous challenges 
due to COVID-19 and these 
gadgets will help to solve such 

challenges,” Lowe explained. 

Some of the problems that 
have emerged due to the 
pandemic include reduction 
in the number of visits to 
farmers, disappearance of 
training opportunities and 
the weakening of various 

communication channels. 

 Commenting on the matter, 
Salima Agriculture Extension 
Development Officer, Zione 
James who is also one of the 
beneficiaries concurred with 
the Minister. “Our job demands 
us to make reports frequently. 
The equipment will therefore 

help us to report field activities 
with ease,” she said. 

James also added that 
the materials will simplify 
communication with ministry 
officials and other officers 
and ease storage of important 
information. 

The decision to donate 
the materials was made 
by MA-SHEP team to make 
its project activities more 
efficient and effective 
amidst various restrictions 
brought by COVID-19 
preventive measures. Some 
of the intended purposes 
as articulated by the team 
include using the materials 

for online communication, 
sharing and recording 

information and using them as 
training materials. 

The implementation of MA-
SHEP started in 2017 by the 
Government of Malawi and 
Japan International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA) to promote 
market-oriented agriculture 
and convert farmers’ mind from 
‘grow and sell’ to ‘grow to sell’. 

 Zione James-Beneficiary (in pink jacket) showing 
off the laptop

By Christopher Joseph
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MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE LAUNCHES 
NATIONAL FERTILIZER POLICY

Rays of hope to access quality 
and adequate fertilizer 
fell over farmers in the 

country following the launch of 
National Fertilizer Policy (NFP). 
NFP is defining the strategy for 
developing the fertilizer industry 
in Malawi, to increase affordable 
and profitable access to high-
quality fertilizer for the farmers 
over the next five years.

Championed by the Department 
of Agriculture Research Services 
(DARS) in the Ministry of 
Agriculture, the launch attracted 
several stakeholders in the 
fertilizer industry such as the 
Fertilizer Association of Malawi, 
farmer organizations, agro 
dealers, civil society organizations 
and the farmers themselves. NFP 
is expected to address many 
challenges that exist in the fertilizer 
industry consequently enhancing 
the performance of the industry in 
the country.  

Speaking at the event, Minister 
of Agriculture Honourable Lobin 
Lowe M.P, who was also guest 
of honor noted that there are 

several challenges affecting 
the fertilizer industry including 
poor regulation. He added that 
the National Fertilizer Policy will 
provide an enabling environment 
for investments in the fertilizer 
industry and development of 
legislation to properly regulate 
all players involved in the fertilizer 
value chain.

“Selling of adulterated and 
underweight fertilizers on the 
market by unscrupulous suppliers 
is another issue which has become 
very common and our farmers are 
being cheated. This is happening 
because there are no appropriate 
legislations to control and regulate 
the production, importation and 
distribution of the fertilizers in the 
country,” he said.

 DARS director Dr. Wilkson 
Makumba indicated in a 
presentation prior to the launch 
that what farmers harvest from 
their farms is very much low, far 
from what is expected according 
to harvest estimates provided by 
the research stations. 

“On farm crop yields are much 

lower compared to yields on 
research stations for example, 
maize yield is at 2.0 metric tons 
per hectare versus 10 metric tons 
per hectare and potatoes yield 
is at 12 metric tons per hectare 
versus 35 metric tons per hectare,” 
said Makumba.

The director attributed the 
difference to among other 
reasons low soil fertility status, low 
fertilizer use and little or no use of 
good quality manure. However, 
he was hopeful that the policy will 
help to address this challenge as 
its goal is to sustainably increase 
commercial supply, access to 
and efficient use of high-quality 
organic and inorganic fertilizers for 
increased agricultural production 
and productivity.

Farmers in the country rely on 
fertilizers and manure to improve 
soil fertility. However, fertilizer is 
still expensive in the country and 
smallholder farmers who are a 
majority depend on government 
cushioning programs such as the 
Affordable Input Program (AIP) to 
access fertilizer. 

By Khalani Makunje

Honorable Lowe hands over the newly launched policy to FAM chairperson Yanakis, as deputy Minister Nkusa Nkhoma looks on
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CHITIPA DISTRICT AGRICULTURE OFFICE TAKES 
A UNIQUE APPROACH IN IMPLEMENTING 

HOUSEHOLD APPROACH

Gender disparities and HIV & 
AIDS issues are among the 
major constraints that affect 

agriculture production, nutrition and 
income in Malawi. In an effort to 
address the constraints, the Ministry 
of Agriculture through Department of 
Agriculture Extension Services (DAES) 
championed Household Approach 
(HHA) which is being implemented in 
the country since 2009.

HHA is an extension approach that 
facilitates better gender and power 
relations among household members 
in order to achieve equitable access 
to and control over resources, assets 
and benefits. This in turn results in 
improved livelihoods of all household 
members whilst addressing HIV & AIDS 
issues. 

Chitipa district, just like other districts 
in the country, has been implementing 
the approach since its inception. The 
district however has recently taken a 
very unique way of taking the approach 
to farmers which has proved to benefit 
households.

With support from Sustainable 

Agriculture Production Program 
(SAPP), the district since 2016 started 
training local facilitators who train 
fellow farmers. The district has so far 
managed to train 380 local facilitators. 
The district has been doing this by 
targeting already established farmer 
clubs.

Among other Extension Planning Areas 
(EPA), the district has trained 97 local 
facilitators in Nachitipa section in 
Lufita EPA. 

“It takes not less than three days to 
train a group of local facilitators. 
This unique approach has assisted a 
lot as we have managed to take the 
approach to many households in the 
EPA,” explained Justwell Simfukwe, 
Agriculture Extension Development 
Officer (AEDO) for Nachitipa section.

Nachimpho Irrigation Club which has 
10 members, six females and four 
males, is amongst the farmer clubs in 
the EPA that received the training.

Catherine Kayira is one of the female 
local facilitators from Nachimpho 
Irrigation club who received the training 

in 2018. Catherine has been able to 
reach out to many other households 
and this is what she said: 

“I was indeed trained by our extension 
worker in as far as HHA is concerned. I 
first implemented the Approach in my 
own house and it has greatly improved 
our access to and control over resources 
and benefits. I am glad to report today 
that this approach is the best if we are 
to develop our households.” 

Killness Namonje is one of the farmer 
who was taught about the Approach 
by Catherine Kariya. She said the 
Approach has assisted her beyond 
agriculture point of view.

“Household Approach has promoted 
transparency in my house, we plan, 
work and spend together as a family,” 
she said.

The adoption of HHA has not only 
increased but it has translated to 
increased agricultural productivity, 
income as well as nutrition. 
Hastings Marumbo Nyirongo, the 
Chief Agriculture, Environment and 
Natural Resource Officer (CAENRO), 
commended the Approach championed 
by the district. He said:

“The Approach has initiated 
hardworking spirit and promoted 
ownership of household’s activities 
since all household members take 
part in decision making. The approach 
has also helped other household 
members to drop bad habits that used 
to drain household income. The saved 
income is now used towards achieving 
household’s vision they developed”.

The district is expected to take the 
approach to 50% of the farmers come 
2025.

However, the local facilitators have 
recently not been able to reach out 
to households due to COVID-19 
pandemic.

By Tuchitechi Hawonga
Local Facilitators’ Training on HHA at Nachitipa Section, Lufita EPA
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CHICKEN PASS ON PROGRAM, MEANS 
TO ACHEVING NUTRITION SECURITY

Christopher 
Khoriyo, from 
Molosi village, 

Traditional Authority 
Msamala in Balaka 
is a maize and 
cassava farmer who 
has always dreamt 
of diversifying into 
livestock production. 
However, just like 
most farmers in his 
area he has always 
been held back by 
the cost of buying the 
livestock itself.  So, 
when the Sustainable 
Agriculture 
Production Program 
(SAPP) introduced 
the chicken pass on 
program in his area, 
it was a dream come 
true for him and other 
farmers.
“Crop production 
was passed down to 
us from our parents, 
but the changing 
climate is making 
production harder 
each passing year. 
We are advised 
to diversify into 
livestock production 
to improve drought 
resilience but it is not 
easy to purchase 

By Cynthia Mahata enough start up 
livestock at once,” 
said Khoriyo.
He is one of the 15 
farmers of Ndalanga 
Farmer Field School 
who received 10 
chickens from SAPP 
on the agreement 
that in return, they 
will each pass on 
20 chickens to two 
beneficiaries. So far, 
he has managed to 
pass on 13. 
For Khoriyo’s family, 
the largest benefit 
has been the 
improved nutrition 
status. "It was very 
hard to get meat for 
my family but now, 
we can even afford 
eggs. We use money 
realised from selling 
chickens to buy foods 
that we do not farm 
and now, my family is 
nutritionally secure," 
he said.
In addition, Khoriyo 
has managed to 
improve his crop 
production using 
manure from chicken 
production. 
“We usually do 
not afford enough 

fertilizer for maize 
production. Chicken 
production provides 
me with manure that 
I use to supplement 
with fertilizer. This has 
significantly improved 
my maize production 
as well,” said Khoriyo.
To ensure ustainability 
of the program, 
the Sustainable 
Agriculture 
Production Program 
supported Ndalanga 
farmer field school 
with training on 
housing, feeding, 
pest and disease 
control and gave 
the farmers a free 
vaccine starter pack.
Khoriyo plans to 
upscale his business 
by selling chickens to 
farmers who would 
like to venture into 
chicken farming. 
“I want to give back 
to the community by 
improving the lives 
of fellow farmers in 
my area. Once my 
chickens multiply, I 
will start selling chicks 
to other farmers at 
an affordable price”. 
Said Khoriyo
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NEW OFFICE FOR MTOSA EPA

The newly constructed office for Mtosa EPA

The despair is finally over for the 
people of Mtosa Extension Plan-
ning Area (EPA), under Traditional 
Authority Mwadzama in Nkhotako-
ta. They have at last attained the 
office building they needed most 
in a very long time, thanks to the 
Sustainable Agriculture Production 
Program (SAPP). The new office 
building whose absence created 
challenges for the Agriculture Ex-
tension Development Coordinator 
(AEDC), the stakeholder panel and 
farmers in the area has replaced 
the people’s challenges with more 
benefits. The beneficiaries, includ-
ing Mtosa Area Stakeholder Panel 
(ASP) are all optimistic that this 
development is going to improve 
agricultural operations in the area.
Before constructing the three-in-
one building which has an office 
for the AEDC, a spacious hall for 
trainings and other purposes and 
a store for keeping assorted items, 
the working environment was not 
conducive for the people. The AEDC 
has been discharging his duties 
in a small old dilapidated office. 

Members for Mtosa Area Stake-
holder Panel held their meetings 
under trees. “Sometimes, our 
meetings ended abruptly in rainy 
season when rains poured,” 
explains Abric Gundeche, chairper-
son for the ASP. “When conditions 
demanded that we hold the meet-
ings in the old office, discussions 
were done in a hurry sometimes to 
leave the place as quickly as pos-
sible to escape the heat produced 
as a result of overcrowding,” adds 
Gundeche. 
The office has also been serving as 
a store for assorted items.  
The construction of the new build-
ing is a big relief for the People 
of Mtosa EPA. They now conduct 
meetings anytime they want and 
at a normal pace. Assorted items 
such as fertilizer and seed packets 
are no longer kept in the office, but 
in the store. They do not pay for 
halls to hold meetings anymore as 
they sometimes did in the past.
Attaining a stable meeting place for 
Mtosa Area Stakeholder Panel is 

very important because of its role 
in extension services in the area. 
Members of the panel work hand 
in hand with agricultural extension 
workers in implementing various 
extension activities. 
For example, the ASP members 
monitor growth of the crops in 
fields in their respective sections 
and report to extension workers. 
According to Ganizani Magwero, a 
member of the ASP, this lessens 
the work of the extension workers 
who are few in number. 
Another member, Juliana Raphael, 
said the ASP also assists in dis-
tributing seeds to sections based 
on their performance, monitoring 
clubs which received livestock 
under SAPP pass on programme as 
well as resolving disputes among 
the livestock farmers.
This is why a steady place for regu-
lar meetings and trainings on how 
well they can serve farmers in their 
respective sections was needed. 
The ASP which has been struggling 

By Christopher Joseph
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without an office for so long is also 
crucial in ensuring maintenance of 
solidarity in model villages which 
have increased to nine from a sin-
gle model village since the coming 
of SAPP in the area in 2016. The 
model villages include Kapichira, 
Kanyenda 1, Chilenga, Dalireni, 
Kawerama, Mchuchu, Benga 1, 
Ntholomi and Chimbalu. These 
model villages are very important 
in agricultural extension works, 
because of its already existing 
structures which make it easy 

for extension workers to identify 
leaders to work with in initiating 
interventions.
Apart from the six million kwacha 
new building, SAPP has brought 
many other developments to Mtosa 
EPA including training extension 
workers who perform their job 
together with the Area Stakeholder 
Panel. SAPP has managed to teach 
farmers to follow one-one planting 
method, practice conservation agri-
culture, pit planting and House-

hold Approach which has led to 
farmers being able to have vision 
journeys in their endeavors. 
Since 2016, SAPP has provided 
farmers with 600 goats, 400 chick-
ens, one motorbike and seven bi-
cycles for extension workers which 
have improved the transportation 
situation in the area. “SAPP also 
supports extension workers with 
stationery and fuel,” said Julius 
Nkhoma, the AEDC.

RICE FARMERS MAKING HUGE 
PROFITS WITH SRI

Kaupembe inspecting his current crop

Rice production at Bwanje 
Irrigation Scheme has 
tremendously increased resulting 

in farmers making good profits in the 
previous growing season following 
the introduction of System of Rice 
Intensification (SRI), a rice farming 
intervention aimed at increasing the 
crop’s production and productivity. 

In SRI, farmers are encouraged to plant 
one rice plant per station in a straight 
line using a rope at a space of 23cm 
x 23cm between planting stations. 
Further to that, the system requires that 
12 kilograms of basal dressing fertilizer 
be administered within seven days 
after transplanting and 5 kilograms of 
top dressing fertilizer after 40 days on 
a 30mx30m rice farming plot. With SRI, 
1kg of rice seed is enough to be sown 
and transplanted on a 30mx30m plot 
where farmers previously used 5kgs 
for the same purpose. 

The system has seen farmers 
harvesting more than double what they 
used to harvest in the past through 
conventional farming systems. 
Timothy Kaupembe of Mlongoti Village, 
Traditional Authority Kachindamoto 
under Mtakataka Extension Planning 
Area, who is also a member of Bwanje 
Irrigation Scheme in Dedza is now 

able to harvest 15 (50kg) bags of rice 
on a 30mx30m plot where he used to 
harvest six bags in the past. In the last 
growing season, Kaupembe harvested 
230 bags on a 2 hectare piece of land 
and realized a profit of MK4, 130,000.00 
after selling the commodity. Kaupembe 
inspecting his current crop

“In the past two seasons I have made 
very good profits from rice farming 
since I started following SRI and I have 
seen my life progressing. For example, 
with proceeds realized in the past two 
seasons, I have managed to construct 

a house, buy livestock and I have also 
bought a 2 tonner truck which has 
eased transportation of my produce 
and farm inputs,” he said. 

Eric Sautseni, an Agriculture Extension 
Development Officer (AEDO) at Bwanje 
Irrigation scheme says the system is 
very cost-effective and has helped 
farmers increase their produce and 
profit with over 100%.

“Previously, farmers used to sow and 
plant 5kgs of seed on a 30mx30m plot, 
but with SRI, they only use 1kg of rice 

By Khalani Makunje
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seed on the same plot. Similarly, the 
amount of fertilizer applied on the plot 
through this system is only 17kgs for 
both basal and top dressing. Farmers 
save inputs but get more harvests 
through the system,” said Sautseni.

The System of Rice Intensification, 
which the second Agriculture Sector 
Wide Approach Support Program 
(ASWAp –SPII) is promoting, has proven 
to be an effective intervention in rice 
production that can easily transform 
the lives of rice farmers in the country. 

Rice is one the country’s strategic food 
and cash crops which is mostly grown 
in the lake shore areas in the districts 
of Karonga, Nkhotakota, Salima and 
Zomba. The 2 tonner truck which Kaupembe has bought
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Prices

      For quotations and further inquiries call 0888 708 670/ 0999 452 726

AGRICULTURAL RADIO AND TV PROGRAMMES BROADCASTING SCHEDULE
RADIO  TV

ULIMI WALERO TITUKUKE NDI ASWAP TITUKUKE NDI ASWAP
	Wednesdays & Thursdays on 

MBC Radio 1 

      (13:30 to 13:50 hrs)

	Fridays on MBC Radio 1 

       (15:15 to 15:30 hrs)

	Mondays on MBC TV 

       (18:15 – 18:30hrs)

	Mondays on MBC Radio 2 FM 
(18:00 to 18:20 hrs)

	Wednesdays on MBC Radio 1 
(11:30 to 11:45 hrs) Repeat

	Thursdays on MBC TV 

        (13:00 – 13:15hrs)

DZIWANI ZA AGCOM ZOKOMERA ALIMI KUTUKULA ULIMI M’MALAWI

	Mondays on MBC Radio 1 

       (18:30 to 18:45 hrs)

	Tuesdays on Zodiak
       (18:45 to 19:00 hrs)

	Saturdays on MBC Radio 1 

       (11:30 to 12:00 hrs)
	Mondays on MBC TV (18:00 hrs)

	Wednesdays on Times (19:15hrs)

	Thursdays on Zodiak (20:30hrs)

DZIWANI ZA KULIMA
	Wednesdays on Times 

       (12:15hrs)

	Fridays on MBC Radio 1 
(19:15hrs)

	Fridays on Zodiak
      (18:30 hrs)

Agriculture Communication Branch, P.O. Box 594, Lilongwe, Malawi. email:acbranchmw@gmail.com

@DAESmwDepartment of Agriculture 
Extension Services-DAES

Daesmw DAES-Mw

SOCIAL MEDIA


	TOBACCO MARKET OPENS AMID FEARS OF DECLINING DEMAND
	GOVERNMENT TIGHTENS BOLTS FOR THE FARMER’S BENEFIT
	MA-SHEP DONATES DIGITAL COMMUNICATION AIDS TO AGRICULTURE FRONTLINE STAFF
	CHITIPA DISTRICT AGRICULTURE OFFICE TAKES A UNIQUE APPROACH IN IMPLEMENTING HOUSEHOLD APPROACH
	CHICKEN PASS ON PROGRAM, MEANS TO ACHEVING NUTRITION SECURITY
	NEW OFFICE FOR MTOSA EPA
	RICE FARMERS MAKING HUGE PROFITS WITH SRI

